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INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM IN AFRICA 
 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY AND INTERNET RESOURCES 
 
 

USG Documents and Links 
 
 
State Department InfoCentral Talking Points/Fact Sheets/Articles: 
 
A Gallop Study:  Who Speaks for Islam, May 2009. 
   
Country Reports on Religious Freedom: 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/index.htm 
 
State Department InfoCentral Link to Terrorism: https://infocentral.state.gov/info-
topics/peace-and-security/terrorism 
  
Country Report on Terrorism 2008: http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/2008/index.htm 
  
GAO Report:  Information on U.S. Agencies' Efforts to Address Islamic Extremism, 
September 2005. 
  

Articles 
 
Islamic Finance:  Overview and Policy Concerns, CRS Report to Congress, February 
2009. 
Islam:  Sunnis and Shiites, CRS Report to Congress, January 2009. 
Islam in Africa, CRS Report to Congress, May 2008. 
Islam: A Primer.  CRS Report to Congress. 2003 
Terrorism and Africa.  Stefan Mair, African Security Review, Vol 12, 2003 

Islamist Terrorism in the Sahel:  Fact or Fiction? International Crisis Group.  2005. 
Islam and West Africa Anthropology. Indiana University Press Journal. Mahir Saul. 
2006. 

 
Books 

 
Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa - General 

 
Muslim Brotherhoods in Nineteenth-Century Africa, B.G. Martin, 1976. 
 Muslim Societies in African History, David Robinson, 2004 

http://www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-english/2009/May/20090505143038SBlebahC0.2072369.html
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/index.htm
https://infocentral.state.gov/info-topics/peace-and-security/terrorism
https://infocentral.state.gov/info-topics/peace-and-security/terrorism
http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/2008/index.htm
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05852.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS22931_20080729.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS21745_20090128.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS22873_20080509.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21432.pdf
http://www.iss.co.za/Pubs/ASR/12No1/CMair.html
http://www.tecom.usmc.mil/caocl/Africa/Pan-Sahel/Readings/Islamist%20Terrorism%20in%20the%20Sahel--Fact%20or%20Fiction.pdf
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=9&did=1148048191&SrchMode=1&sid=5&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1170274902&clientId=1974
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Pride, Faith, and Fear: Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa, Charlotte A. Quinn and  Frederick 
Quinn, 2002. 
 
Legacy of Arab-Islam in Africa:  A Quest for Inter-Religious Dialogue, John Alembillah 
Azumah, 2001. 
 
The History of Islam in Africa, Nehemia Levtzion and Randall Pouwels (editors), 2000. 
 
The Influence of Islam upon Africa,  J. Spencer Trimingham, 1980. 
 

By Regions 
 

Islam in East Africa,  J. Spencer Trimingham. 
Islamism and its enemies in the Horn of Africa,  Alexander De Waal. 
A History of Islam in West Africa, John Spencer Traimingham. 
Muslim Brotherhoods and Politics in Senegal, Lucy Behrman 
Islam in South Africa:  Mosques, Imams and Sermons, Abdulfader Tayob. 
Faith and Politics in Nigeria: Nigeria as a pivotal State in the Muslim World, John 
Paden,  2008. 
Ahmadu Bello, Sardauna of Sokoto: Values and Leadership in Nigeria, John Paden, 
1986. 
Religion and Political Culture in Kano, John Paden, 1979. 
Inside Sudan:  Political Islam, Conflict, and Catastrophe.  Donald Petterson. 
 The Indian Ocean and the Red Sea by M.N. Pearson, 2003. 
The Graves of Tarim: Geneology and Mobility Across the Indian Ocean, Engseng Ho, 
2006. 
 

Terrorism 
 
Battling Terrorism in the Horn of Africa. Robert Rotberg. 
The Next Attack:  The Failure of the War on Terror and a Strategy for Getting It 
Right. Daniel Benjamin & Steven Simon. 
Old and New Terrorism,  Peter Neumann, 2009. 
Islamic Political Radicalism, Tahir Abbas, 2007. 
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Websites 
 
Institute for Global Cultural Studies:  Africa’s Triple Heritage, State University of New 
York, Binghamton. 

Islam in Contemporary Africa (February 2006) Compiled by Paul Schrijver. Library, 
Documentation, and Information Department. (Afrikastudiecentrum = African Studies Centre, 
University of Leiden, The Netherlands)  

See also: Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa -- Web Dossier(2005). Produced for a 
Conference on "Islam, Disengagement of the State, and Globalization in Sub-
Saharan Africa" held at UNESCO in Paris on 12-13 May 2005. Plus: Islam in 
Nigeria--Web Dossier and Bibliography (2005) 

List of Common Islamic Terms in Arabic and English:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islamic_terms_in_Arabic 

Passport to Paradise: Visualizing Islam in West Africa and the Mouride Diaspora 
(UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History, University of California, Los Angeles)  

A web presentation--with images and essays and information about the 
exhibition at the UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History, February-July 
2003, and to begin a national tour thereafter. [Note: The Mourides are members 
of a Muslim brotherhood or movement originating in Senegal.] 

Initiatives Against Terrorism in Southern Africa: Implications for human rights 
Charles Goredema. African Security Review; 2003; Vol. 12, No. 1. 
http://www.iss.co.za/Pubs/ASR/12No1/EGored.html 
 

Terrorism and Africa: On the anger of further attacks in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Stevan 
Mair –   http://www.iss.co.za/Pubs/ASR/12No1/CMair.html 
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http://igcs.binghamton.edu/igcs_site/igcsculture.htm
http://www.ascleiden.nl/Publications/Bibliographies/IslamInAfrica/
http://www.ascleiden.nl/Library/Webdossiers/IslamInAfrica.aspx
http://www.ascleiden.nl/Library/Webdossiers/NigeriaAndIslam.aspx
http://www.ascleiden.nl/Library/Webdossiers/NigeriaAndIslam.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Islamic_terms_in_Arabic
http://www.fmch.ucla.edu/passporttoparadise.htm
http://www.iss.co.za/Pubs/ASR/12No1/EGored.html
http://www.iss.co.za/Pubs/ASR/12No1/CMair.html

